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ShowerPower and Allied Aid enter into a
Partnership on Lesvos
Allied Aid, Allied Aid, is a grassroots non-profit working to identify and
meet the critical needs of refugees. Founded in March 2016, it is a 100
percent volunteer-run organisation focused in three main areas: bulk aid
distribution, seasonal campaigns and field trips for refugee families.
Their Aid Van makes daily deliveries of supplies to camps and squats
located throughout the greater Athens region. Monthly distribution teams
fund and support projects including, but not limited to, community
gardens, sun safety and fresh food. For more information about the Allied
Aid organisation and previous projects visit www.alliedaid.org or follow on
Facebook at facebook.com/alliedaid.
ShowerPower, providers of Hot Safe Showers, is a Dutch initiative
providing washing and showering facilities in a safe environment to people
from Camp Moria. They aim to restore dignity to refugees, giving them a
boost to survive life in the camp. Hygiene and safety are amongst still
prevailing challenges in Camp Moria. More than six thousand people (last
number dated April 1st, 2018) have to cope with elementary sanitary
facilities which are allegedly insufficient for so many people.
The approach

Allied Aid and ShowerPower want people to feel human again and will help them
regain dignity. The two partners decided to enter into a partnership to speed up a shower
project. Of course, authorities tried to improve sanitary conditions in Camp Moria, but so
far it has not yet worked out.

The services
ShowerPower started last February to offer shower services exclusively to women

and children. A female staff runs the first bathhouse which is just the beginning. This
Hamam, situated an eight minutes’ drive from Moria, has three showers. It operates the
facilities six days a week, Monday being the weekly holiday. As soon as more volunteers
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arrive, a seven day a week service will be provided for. So far, over a thousand women
and kids visited the facilities.
A private shuttle takes the visitors from and to Moria. The remote site mitigates any
problems like, for instance, sexual harassment. With three shifts a day, each change
running for two hours, the eight minutes ride to and from the Hamam included, one can
offer visitors maximum intimacy, love and attention.
People are treated as human beings rather than victims. Their visit to ShowerPower gives
them a real boost to survive life in the camp.

Funding
ShowerPower is exclusively funded through donations until date it has not been

offered or accepted any governmental financial support.
Minimizing running costs and preserving the environment, the use of fossil nonrenewable energy will be restricted to the absolute minimum. Eventually, the focus will
be on solar heat as well as photovoltaic energy.

The environment and economics

By preferably using local resources for workforce, supplies and necessities, ShowerPower
supports the population of Lesvos, that, for many years, helped and fed migrants so
heart-warmingly.
Apart from the energy and grey water efforts, one tries to use neutral soaps and organic
shampoos. ShowerPower uses ceramic teacups and offers fruit and dry fruits instead of
candies.
A women for women company called Yoni donated loads of organic cotton tampons, pads
and liners with no plastics and no perfumes whatsoever.
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Future developments

Evaluating the results of a trial, ShowerPower
abandoned original plans to run a place with
more than eight showers serving over a
hundred people a day. They decided to focus
on the intimacy of several small-scale facilities
with a ‘Starbuck’s like’ private living room
environment that our guests came to value.

Cooperation

ShowerPower works side by side with many other NGO’s. It maintains a ‘non-stock’
policy that sees to the immediate distribution of donated goods.

Contact
For further details please contact
Pieter Wittenberg (+31 611 013 661) pieter.wittenberg@showerpower.eu)
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